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National Assembly for Wales / Cynulliad Cenedlaethol Cymru 

 Cross Party Group on Co-operatives and Mutuals 

Annual Report and Accounts 

 

Members 

 

Jeremy Miles AM (Outgoing Chair) 

Suzy Davies AM  

John Griffiths AM  

Mike Hedges AM  

Mark Isherwood AM  

David J Rowlands AM  

Simon Thomas AM 

 

Secretariat 

 

Derek Walker, Wales Co-operative Centre  

Ceri-Anne Fidler, Wales Co-operative Centre 

 

Meetings, attendance and minutes: 

 

For details of attendees, please follow links to appendices below: 

 

 July 2016 – Wales a Co-operative Country 

 November 2016 - Community Rights – what next for Wales and lessons from 

England and Scotland 

 February 2017 - Community Energy – How can co-operatives and mutuals 

lead the way in producing more renewable energy schemes in Wales? 

 November 2017 - Co-operative development in the Welsh agri-food sector 

 

Transparency 

All meetings were open to the public. All meetings were advertised to the public 

Lobbyists 

The group has not met with any lobbyists during this period, other than the 

secretariat 

 

 

 

http://wales.coop/wp-content/uploads/Minutes-of-CPG-on-Co-operatives-and-Mutuals-meeting-291117-.docx
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Accounts for the period  

Income 

Contribution from Wales Co-operative Centre/Co-operatives UK £1053.22 

Total Income        £1053.22 

 

Expenditure 

 

12/07/2016: Secretariat       £99.05 

02/11/2016: Secretariat       £393.91 

28/02/2017: Secretariat       £213.51 

29/11/2017: Secretariat       £346.75 

Total Expenditure        £1053.22 
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Appendix A: Minutes of Meetings 

 

July 2016 

 

National Assembly for Wales Cross Party Group on Co-operatives and Mutuals  

 

Fifth Assembly Term, Meeting One - 12 July 2016 

 

Media Briefing Room, Ty Hywel, National Assembly for Wales 

 

Assembly Members present 

Jeremy Miles AM 

Huw Irranca-Davies AM 

Lee Waters AM  

 

Secretariat 

Derek Walker  

Ceri-Anne Fidler  

 

Observing 

Adam Davies 

Matthew Close 

 

Jeremy Miles opened the meeting at 09:13. 

 

Formal Appointment of Chair and Secretariat 

 

The meeting formally appointed Jeremy Miles as chair of the group and reappointed 

the Wales Co-operative Centre as the secretariat.  

 

Discussion: Wales: A Co-operative Country and topics for future group meetings 

 

Topics that the group were interested in examining in future included: 

• Agriculture, fisheries and rural development 

• Opportunities within the Future Generations Act 

• Public Service Delivery and Co-Production 

• Community rights and community asset transfer 

• Energy 

• Housing 

• City Deals  

• Education 
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A discussion took place around the above topics and the following points/actions 

were agreed: 

 

 The Chair and secretariat agreed to draft work plan for future meetings of 

the group based on the discussions and ideas above. This would be 

circulated to all members for feedback. 

 Wales Co-operative Centre to disseminate amongst group members both 

the Welsh Co-operative and Mutual Commission report and the update on 

the progress made with implementing the report’s recommendations. 

 Group members would consider how best to improve knowledge level of co-

operatives and co-operation amongst WG Civil Servants and NAW staff.  

 HI-D suggested hosting a symposium event at the Winter Royal Welsh show 

to gather ideas on how the co-operative movement can be utilised in the 

agriculture sector moving forward. WCC to look into the feasibility of doing 

this.  

 WCC to look into the potential for a joint meeting or piece of work with the 

Cross Party Group on Sustainable Energy. 

 WCC to contact Fair Trade Wales about building a co-operative element in to 

the Fair Trade status. 

 

Future meetings of the group 

 

WCC to liaise with the chair to set a date for the CPG meeting in the autumn. 

 

The meeting closed at 09:52. 
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November 2016 

 

National Assembly for Wales Cross Party Group on Co-operatives and Mutuals  

 

Fifth Assembly Term, Meeting Two – 15 November 2016 

 

Video Conferencing Room, Ty Hywel, National Assembly for Wales 

 

Assembly Members present 

Jeremy Miles AM 

Hannah Blythyn AM 

Lee Waters AM  

 

Secretariat 

Matthew Close – Wales Co-operative Centre (WCC) 

David Madge – WCC 

Catherine Evans - WCC 

Alex Bird – Co-operatives and Mutuals Wales  

 

Attendees 

Adrian Roper – Cartrefi Cymru 

Sue Whittaker – Bridgend County Borough Council 

Gary Smith – Bridgend County Borough Council 

Craig Lawson – Office of Suzy Davies AM 

Luke Young – Office of Jeremy Miles AM 

Dan Gregory – Social Enterprise UK 

Karen Wilkie – Co-operative Party 

Becky Kisnorbo – My Life, My Choice Co-operative 

 

Apologies 

Peter Williams – Development Trusts Association Wales 

Simon James – Interlink RCT 

 

 

Jeremy Miles opened the meeting at 12:30. 

 

Minutes of the last meeting 

 

The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed.  

 

Matters arising were as follows: 
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 The Chair and secretariat agreed to draft work plan for future meetings of the 
group based on the discussions and ideas above. This would be circulated to all 
members for feedback. This is on the agenda for discussion. 

 Wales Co-operative Centre to disseminate amongst group members both the 
Welsh Co-operative and Mutual Commission report and the update on the progress 
made with implementing the report’s recommendations. Action completed. 

 Group members would consider how best to improve knowledge level of co-
operatives and co-operation amongst WG Civil Servants and NAW staff. To discuss 
at the meeting. 

 HI-D suggested hosting a symposium event at the Winter Royal Welsh show to 
gather ideas on how the co-operative movement can be utilised in the agriculture 
sector moving forward. WCC to look into the feasibility of doing this. WCC has 
contacted the Welsh Agricultural Organisation Society, which is an infrastructure 
body for agricultural co-operatives. They are not currently doing much 
development work. However they are keen to explore how we might work 
together. One of the suggestions on the work plan is to commission a scoping 
paper on the potential for co-operative development in the agricultural sector in 
Wales.  

 WCC to look into the potential for a joint meeting or piece of work with the Cross 
Party Group on Sustainable Energy. We have contacted the CPG on Sustainable 
Energy. Their organising committee was going to discuss this at their next 
meeting and get back to us. 

 WCC to contact Fair Trade Wales about building a co-operative element in to the 
Fair Trade status. There is no specific co-operative element built into the status, 
but the principles of cooperation are prevalent throughout it. Fair Trade Wales do 
not set the status either: it is set by the Fairtrade Foundation in London. FTW said 
that they would be happy to come along to a future meeting of the group to 
discuss their work, and how we could potentially work closer together. FTW also 
said that they are working on a new ‘Fair Trade is my Business’ project, in order 
to support businesses in Wales to adopt Fairtrade policies. They are still shaping 
the project and happy to receive input. 

 

 

Community Rights and Community Asset Transfer: How can we create a cohesive 

Community Rights framework for Wales? 

 

DG delivered a presentation on the community rights situation in England and 

Scotland.  A copy of the presentation is attached in the email along with the minutes.  

 

An open discussion followed the presentation: 

 

 LW asked if the Welsh Government’s approach was simply to take the best 

bits of what had happened in England, and drop the worst bits 

 AR asked if a specific framework was necessary if we are already able to do a 

lot of what would be in it. 
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 AR also said it would be more desirable to build a policy platform off the 

Wellbeing of Future Generations Act (Wales), rather than something borrowed 

from England. 

 SW spoke of the experiences Bridgend County Borough Council have had 

undertaking asset transfer.  

 

Forward work plan for the CPG 

 

Members were asked which topics they would like to explore at the next three 

meetings in 2017.  

 

LW suggested Agriculture, Energy and Housing, as there is traction in these three 

areas already. 

 

AB agreed that Agriculture and Fisheries was very important, particularly in light of 

Brexit and the potential implications and opportunities arising from that.  

 

AR suggested that social care and co-ops was an area to look at, and that the co-

production network in Wales could help with this. 

 

CL said that the City Deal jumped out to him. 

 

JM thanked members for their input. JM/WCC will now discuss the suggestions put 

forward and draw up a forward work plan.  

 

AOB 

 

WCC to liaise with the chair to set a date for the next few CPG meetings in the New 

Year.  

 

The meeting closed at 13:30. 
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February 2017 

 

National Assembly for Wales Cross Party Group on Co-operatives and Mutuals  

 

Fifth Assembly Term, Meeting Two – 27 February 2017 

 

Video Conferencing Room, Ty Hywel, National Assembly for Wales 

 

Assembly Members present 

Jeremy Miles AM 

Lee Waters AM  

Jenny Rathbone AM 

Vikki Howells AM 

Huw Irranca-Davies AM 

 

Secretariat 

Matthew Close – Wales Co-operative Centre (WCC) 

Derek Walker – WCC 

Catherine Evans - WCC 

 

Attendees 

Sue Whittaker – Bridgend County Borough Council 

Ceri Williams – Bridgend County Borough Council 

Luke Young – Office of Jeremy Miles AM 

Karen Wilkie – Co-operative Party 

Dan McCallum – Awel Aman Tawe 

Alex Bird – Co-operatives and Mutuals Wales 

James Wright – Co-operatives UK 

Carly McCreesh – Wales Co-operative Centre 

Shea Jones – Institute of Welsh Affairs 

Amy Bainton – Federation of Small Businesses 

Joe Bryant – Welsh Conservatives 

Makayla Donigan – Office of David Melding AM 

Jeff Bratten-Wilson – Disability Wales 

Robert Proctor – Community Energy Wales 

Gareth Tucker - Swansea Community Energy and Enterprise Scheme 

 

Apologies 

Adrian Roper – Cartrefi Cymru 

Simon Thomas AM 

Neil Hamilton AM 

Ann Jones AM 
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Jeremy Miles opened the meeting at 12:30. 

Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising 

 

A note was made from the minutes that the next two meetings of the group would 

look at City Deals and agriculture respectively.  

 

Brief overview of the Community Shares Wales project 

 

The Chair introduced Carly McCreesh of the Wales Co-operative Centre, who gave a 

short presentation on the Community Shares Wales project. 

 

Community Energy: How can co-operatives and mutuals lead the way in producing 

more renewable energy schemes in Wales? 

 

Dan McCallum of Awel Aman Tawe (AAT) gave a presentation on their work to set up 

two energy co-oepratives, Egni and Awel.  

 

Roundtable discussion 

 

A roundtable discussion followed the two presentations. 

 

• JM asked about community engagement, and whether there had been 

resistance to the projects at the start 

o DM said that there had been some strong resistance at the initial 

consultation phase back in 2000, which was being led by a small 

number of people. He indicated that opposition had dwindled over 

time, thanks in part to greater familiarity with wind power, and also the 

strong, positive story associated with the share offer. 

• LW placed on record his admiration for the work of AAT. 

• JR asked to what extent the barriers were about inability link natural 

resources to generating electricity, and generating it for local communities 

to sell directly, rather than selling to the grid as at present. 

o UK regulations make local selling very difficult. It was acknowledged 

that selling directly to local communities would make life easier for 

projects, as people could gain more of a personal stake in 

developments if it directly affected their energy bills.  

• GT pointed out that the changes to Feed in Tariffs had not helped, and 

asked what the NAW/WG could do to help local schemes at the planning 

stage? 

o DM acknowledged that support was getting better, and that those 

assessing planning applications had to balance a number of factors. He 

questioned what material weight was given to a co-operative 
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submitting applications over a privately-backed scheme. He pointed to 

an example of a tender put out by NRW that wasn’t particularly friendly 

for community energy groups interested in bidding. 

o RP also pointed to a bigger tender that Community Energy Wales were 

working on that also did not take into account co-ops as a potential 

delivery model. 

• HI-D pointed out that there are a lot of wind farms in his Ogmore 

constituency, and that they are owned by big multinational companies. He 

said there is a need for an investment model that would allow 

communities to invest in larger schemes with greater ease.  

o DM referred back to the NRW tender he mentioned earlier, saying it 

was in HI-D’s constituency, and that one idea was the potential for 

youth groups/schools to apply for a grant they could use to purchase 

shares. Could WG target funding towards this? 

• Alex Bird asked what opportunities for partnership working there were 

around this area, particularly for getting local authorities engaged? He 

suggested one opportunity for them was to borrow money (given that 

they can access finance at a lower interest rate), and invest in local 

schemes, thereby supporting the scheme and getting a favourable rate of 

return. 

o GT said that City and County of Swansea Council had invested in the 

SCEES share offer. 

• DW highlighted potential EU funds, that were currently unspent, being 

reallocated to other projects, and asked what we could do to use some of 

this to promote capacity development amongst local community energy 

groups 

o RP said that the schism between grant funding and Feed in Tariffs 

meant a lot of schemes had not accessed grants. There is growing 

interest in doing so now FiTs are less valuable. 

• JB asked RP what shared ownership models they were focussing on. He 

also asked if there was still a role to play for community benefit funds. 

• JW asked if the shared ownership protocol was a useful tool in Wales   

o DM said the protocol had been developed under the last UK 

Government’s CES scheme (which has gone quiet). He also said that 

Scotland had a more positive protocol… 

• SW said that Neath Port Talbot CBC have a very organised scheme in 

relation to private renewable developments, whereby they take a chunk of 

the profits and give back to local community benefit schemes fund.  

o DM said that he would prefer to see more shared ownership schemes 

than the NPT model 

• JB asked if there was a concern with community share offers that locals 

investing in schemes were being replaced with Londoners or other non-

locals investing in schemes.  
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o DM said that even so, no matter how much was invested it was still one 

member one vote, and that there were benefits to having a diverse 

range of people investing in the coop 

o JW also said that the FCA would keep an eye on things like that, and 

that societies had to ensure their community purpose was upfront at all 

times.  

• Amy Bainton asked how SMEs could get more involved in this work 

o DM said that a number of SMEs had invested in Awel. He said investing 

in renewables helped their profile, and possibly their carbon efficiency 

reporting. DM also said SMEs could provide business advice and 

experience to groups. 

 
 

AOB 

 

WCC to liaise with the chair to set a date for the next few CPG meetings. 

 

The meeting closed at 13:50. 

 


